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Criminal Justice System and Policy Making
In Mears book, he compares the criminal system to a manufacturing business. Mears believes that an illegal procedure should reduce society's crime rate by offering fair treatment to the victims. But the current system was out of control, and instead of lowering the crimes, it contributed to more perpetuation of injustice and creation of crime. Mears claims that criminal justice should be handled as a system to administer and expose the inherent problems and failures in the structure of justice. In my essay, I will address various issues pointed out by Mears in the book out of control of criminal justice and offer possible remedies to the problems.
Some of the highlights include: (a) The state allocates large amounts of budget to crime and justice efforts compared to other systems because the department of justice is a complex system. Just as the manufacturing system is involved with various departments under it, the same case applies to justice. It consists of subsystems such as the courts, law enforcement corrections that include additional elements, making the entire system extremely large. They require more resources to keep them running. (b) Yes, there should be a guideline of the amount to be allocated to the sectors justice administration. The reason for setting a procedure is to ensure that all the subsystems keep on running. According to Mears in his book, the failure of one department automatically causes loss to the system. (c) To have a fair and reliable network of justice, we should take politics out of law enforcement systems. The policies made should involve all the stakeholders affected by the law. The formulation and implementation of criminal justice reform should be based on research instead of ideologies and beliefs, making the system more fragmented and downright broken. (d) In my opinion, if a parent is a convict of a crime, the children should get custody from the other parent. If the other parent cannot provide for the children, they should move to a foster family where the new parents should monitor her behavior. It helps the children to cope with traumatic experiences and have emotional support and guidance as they grow. (e) Yes, ex-convicts should have a chance to participate as stakeholders in the reformation of the criminal justice policies. The ex-convicts have been affected directly by the law. They have felt the impact and experienced the current regulation. Hence they understand it more significantly, and they will offer their suggestion from an experienced point of view.  (f)  The system improvement solutions provided by Mears in his book somehow was unrealistic. The second step of improvement required everybody to be involved in the process. If the involvement is possible, it will take years of dialogue before the law to serve us. Hence time value of the law will lack. For a law to help its people, we must implement it before the occurrence of the crime. (g)  In our sixth session, we should look at the amount of force that the police should be used in the community policing role. The reason behind this is that community policing is a challenging task. Many are resisting the arrest. But in return, the police are using excessive force, sometimes leading to the death of innocent. A question to my peers, what can we do to improve the criminal justice system to ensure the number of convicted innocent people is minimal? 
In summary, Daniel Mears, in his book, realized that our system of justice was at its dead end and needed some reformation to have equality and fair justice. Mears gave out three approaches that can help to improve our system of criminal justice. Mears also suggested that since we are all law victims, the law's reformation and implementation should involve the general public as stakeholders. He pointed out that all the stakeholders' involvement will lead to reforms based on empirical research findings. In the end, he calls for actions to save our criminal justice system. He calls for cooperation and openness among researchers and practitioners to bring the down-going system "under control."   
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